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Documentation Centre
Memorial site of the concentration camp Hailfingen · Tailfingen

This is where events shortly before
the end of World War II near the
villages of Hailfingen and Tailfingen
are documented.
This is where you will meet the people
who were turned into mere numbers.
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1 Organisation Todt (OT) and guard details
2 Soviet prisoners-of-war
3 French prisoners-of-war
4 Greek forced labourers (until the concentration camp prisoners arrived)
Jewish concentration camp inmates from 16 countries
British prisoners-of-war from India (after the camp inmates)
5 Greek forced labourers (after the concentration camp inmates arrived)
Hungarian soldiers (after most of the Greeks had been transferred)

Aerial view of the northern edge of the Hailfingen airfield

Dec. 17, 1944

Before and during World War II, the Nazis built new airfields and expanded old ones
throughout their empire. One of those was here between the villages of Hailfingen
and Tailfingen. Beginning in late 1943, plans were made to expand the Hailfingen
airfield to serve night fighters. German labour was in short supply, so between the
start of construction and the end of the war, close to 2000 prisoners-of-war, forced
labourers, and concentration camp inmates were used for the work.
That included
Almost 30 French prisoners-of-war
A few Belgian and Polish forced labourers
A work detail of Soviet prisoners-of-war
382 Greek forced labourers
601 Jewish concentration camp inmates
A company of Hungarian soldiers
200–400 British prisoners-of-war from the Indian subcontinent
The exhibition in the Documentation Centre focusses on the 610 concentration camp
inmates. As Jews, they were treated the worst; they were more closely guarded
and had a mortality rate that was many times higher than that of the other prisoners.

Concentration camp inmates
In the autumn of 1944, the Nazi engineering group Organisation Todt (OT) requisitioned 600 Jewish inmates from the Stutthof concentration camp near Gdansk.
´
That meant that a remote detachment of the Natzweiler-Struthof concentration
camp (Alsace) was established at the Hailfingen night fighter airfield in addition to
the existing work camp.
The Jewish inmates were housed in the hangar. The 382 Greek forced labourers
who had been living there since September 20, 1944 were moved to a barrack.
The satellite concentration camp at Hailfingen/Tailfingen was in existence from
mid-November 1944 to mid-February 1945. There is verifiable evidence of the
death of 189 prisoners in those three months.
There is a more detailed description of the camp’s history at the end of the brochure.
Registry
The names, origins, and birthdates of the inmates of the Natzweiler-Struthof
concentration camp and the satellite camps were listed in the main registry
(Nummernbuch or “number book”).
The data on deaths were updated regularly. A copy of the section of the registry
showing the Hailfingen prisoners is on display in the Documentation Centre.

Why did so many people die here
Hunger, cold, disease, hard labour, and violence – daily life in the Hailfingen camp
was inhumane. But the inmates’ situation cannot be explained without looking at
their personal stories of persecution. Before being assigned to the Hailfingen transport at the Stutthof concentration camp, they had already suffered greatly. Of the
601 Hailfingen concentration camp inmates, 540 had already been in Auschwitz.
One of those was Mordechai Ciechanower. He grew up in Maków Mazowiecki in
Poland. After the German invasion in 1939, the town’s Jewish residents were
forced into hard labour. Ciechanower did road work, pounded rock, was then sent
to a labour camp, and later worked the fields in Karniewo. A ghetto was set up in
Maków. In 1941, Ciechanower was sent to the labour camp at BiedrzyceKoziegłowy, then to Makowica, where he was set to work cutting peat. In 1942, he
worked in the sawmill. He became infected with typhus in the Maków ghetto,
where his older sister also lost her child. Ciechanower was sent to the forced
.
labour camp at Rózan, where he was set to busy work creating a park. The liquidated
ghetto at Mława served as a collection point. From there, his grandparents were
sent to the Treblinka extermination camp. The rest of the family was deported to
Auschwitz at the end of 1942, where his mother and both of his sisters were sent
directly to the gas chambers. Ciechanower and his father initially laboured in the
Monowitz sub-camp, later he was in Birkenau alone. Ciechanower survived 22
months in Auschwitz before being transported to Stutthof.
By the time people arrived in Hailfingen, they had already been through terrible times – deprivation, beatings, and hunger. Which is why they simply collapsed. It did not take much, and I would have collapsed too
and never gotten up again. You have to understand, people are not made of iron!
Mordechai Ciechanower
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David Kozak

Alfred Wald

born Feb. 27, 1924
in Maków (PL); ghetto/work camp; from
Dec. 10, 1942
Auschwitz; 1944 via
Stutthof to Hailfingen;
February 1945 Dautmergen; liberated
from Bergen-Belsen.
Living in Israel
as of this printing

born April 15, 1926
in Warsaw; from 1940
Warsaw ghetto, then
Plonsk
ghetto.
´
Arrived Auschwitz
Dec. 3, 1942; 1944
via Stutthof to Hailfingen; February
1945 Dautmergen;
April 1945 Allach;
death march.
Died Dec. 3, 2006

born March 11, 1909
¸
Czestochowa
(PL);
industrialist; probably
in Majdanek satellite
camp Radom; transport from there to
Auschwitz on
Sept. 9, 1944;
arrived Stutthof on
Oct. 28, 1944.
Died in Hailfingen on
Jan. 1, 1945

born March 2, 1903
in Vienna; singer;
emigrated 1938 to
Paris then Nice;
1941 married Ellen
Wiesner; son Robert
born 1942; arrested
March 23, 1944;
Drancy–Auschwitz–
Stutthof–Hailfingen.
Died in Hailfingen
on Dec. 14, 1944

Amadeo di Cori

Sam Baron

Simon Gutman

Siegfried Fiskus

born Dec. 13, 1927
in Rome; denounced
and arrested
April 15, 1944;
Regina Coeli prison;
Fossoli internment
camp; arrived
Auschwitz June 26,
1944; arrived Stutthof Oct. 28, 1944.
Died in Hailfingen
on Jan. 6, 1945

born Feb. 27, 1929
in Lipcse (CS/UA);
grew up in Alsóbisztra (HU); three
years in Iza ghetto;
arrived Auschwitz
July 3, 1944; via
Stutthof to Hailfingen; Dautmergen;
liberated from
Bergen-Belsen.
Died May 27, 2015

born July 20, 1923 in
Warsaw; 1929–1941
in Paris; arrested
there; Aug. 20, 1941
to March 1942
in Drancy; arrived
Auschwitz March 27,
1942; then Stutthof–
Hailfingen–Dautmergen; fled during death
march. Living in Paris
as of this printing

born Feb. 6, 1926 in
Stuttgart; 1933 emigrated to France;
started using the
alias “Serge Foder”
in 1942; fled Paris in
1942; arrested in
Montélimar; Drancy;
arrived Auschwitz
July 31, 1944; then
Stutthof–Hailfingen.
Died Jan. 22, 1945

Mordechai
Ciechanower

The victims and their point of view are at the centre of the exhibition.
There are three columns in the middle of the room. They make the people behind
the numbers visible and give them a voice. In interviews, 15 survivors of the
Hailfingen concentration camp talk about their lives and their suffering.

Israel
Arbeiter

Mordechai
Ciechanower

Eric
Breuer

Various interviews can be watched on each of the two monitors on the three
columns. The following overview provides details about the individuals who were
interviewed. The dots next to their names indicate the language of the interview.
Apart from the witnesses speaking German, all the testimony has been subtitled
in German.
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Israel Arbeiter

Born April 25, 1925 in Płock (Poland).
From 1939 to February 1942 in Płock ghetto,
then in Soltau (East Prussia). In Starachowice
camp until August 1944. Forced labour in a
munitions factory. Survived massacre of invalids.
Sent to Auschwitz with both his brothers in
August 1944. Deported from Auschwitz to
Stutthof on Oct. 26, 1944. Transported to
Hailfingen/Tailfingen on Nov. 17, 1944, where
he worked in the Reusten quarry. After the
camp was liquidated on February 14, 1945, he
was sent to Dautmergen. During the southerly
death march in April 1945, he fled and was
found by French troops near Pfullendorf.
On June 1, 1945, he led French military commanders to the mass grave.
In 1945 and 1946, he lived in Reusten and
Stuttgart. On Dec. 31, 1946, he married Hanka
Balter, whom he had met at Starachowice.
They emigrated to the United States.
He lived in Newton, MA and was, for 40 years,
the president of the American Association of
Jewish Holocaust Survivors of Greater Boston.
He has visited Hailfingen/Tailfingen several
times since the war, including for the inauguration of the memorial in 2010.

After the war, nobody in the villages that we passed
through daily knew who we were, or that there had been a
camp there.
Interview segments in the exhibition:
Monitor 1 (column 1):
- Selection in Starachowice ghetto, 1942.
- Mass shooting of prisoners in the infirmary
barracks, flight to barrack 3 in the
Starachowice camp.
Monitor 1 and 11 (thematic section B):
- Labour and living conditions at Hailfingen airfield, relationship to local population during
and after the war.
Monitor 9 (timeline on the right), partly in German:
- June 2, 1945: exhumation of mass grave.
Monitor 10 (thematic section A), partly in German:
- Local help in Reusten Meeting Hilde Gauss,
whose mother gave the prisoners food.
Israel Arbeiter interview, Aug. 9, 1996; USC Video Code 18588
Left: Israel Arbeiter 1946

Jack Spicer
You don‘t treat animals like that.
Born Jakob Feldpicer, 1930, in Starachowice
(Poland).
Interned in the ghetto there in 1941, then
various camps until 1944. Sent with his entire
family to Auschwitz, then in November 1944
via Stutthof to Hailfingen/Tailfingen. His
brother died at Hailfingen. Transferred via
Dautmergen to Allach. Death march. Liberated
in Landsberg am Lech.
Died 2015 in Melbourne, Australia.
His son Maurice visited the memorial site and,
in 2018, came again with his family.
Interview segments in the exhibition:

Jack Spicer interview on May 11, 1997
USC Video Code 31380

Monitor 4 (column 1):
- Apples in Hailfingen.
- Disease and death in Hailfingen concentration
camp.
- Jack Spicer cannot forgive or forget. He
deems the Poles and the Germans guilty.

Sam Baron
They took us to Hailfingen. And that was worse yet.
Sam Baron attended the inauguration of the
memorial site in 2010. He came again in 2011
to say Kaddish and put up a headstone for
his father, Isak Abramovitz, who did not
survive Hailfingen.
Sam Baron died in Ohio in 2015. You can see
the details of his journey of suffering on the
portrait page (three pages back).
Interview segments in the exhibition:
Monitor 4 (column 1):
- Arrival in Auschwitz and selection,
May 1944.
- Prisoners of the sonderkommando (crematorium duty) rebel, Auschwitz, October 1944.
- Death of his father in Hailfingen camp.
- Bombers attack Hailfingen.
Sam Baron interview on May 4, 1995
USC Video Code 2300

Additional English-language survivor interviews in the exhibition:
Joseph Greber – monitors 5+8+11
Henry Ramek – monitors 8+11
Peter A. Zuckerman – monitor 4

Eric Breuer, Jehuda Schwarzbaum, Paris 1945
These prisoners managed to flee in 1945:
Top: Tadeusz Honikstok, Eric Breuer
Bottom: Simon Gutman, Jehuda Schwarzbaum, Emanuel Mink

Solidarity
Sometimes inmates shared their meagre food rations with weaker prisoners, or
they made sure that those closest to death did not have to do heavy physical work.
In Hailfingen, Eric Breuer helped Jehuda Schwarzbaum, who was 14, get work in
the commandant’s office. He also supported him in other ways as much as he
could. They fled from the Dautmergen death march together.
He took me under his wing. He was like an older brother to me. Jehuda Schwarzbaum
Resistance
Jews were involved in the resistance to the German occupiers. Barend Koekkoek
helped people who had gone underground with the Dutch resistance. Emanuel Mink
fought in the Spanish Civil War. Like Maurice Benadon, he later joined the resistance.
Help from the locals
On their way to labour sites, the concentration camp inmates were met with
hostility or indifference from village residents. But there is also evidence of acts of
humanity.
There were farmers there. They would drop something, intentionally or not, as they returned from
the fields. Sometimes potatoes, sometimes there was a piece of bread on the roadside. It saved us.
We ran over, took it, and ate. Israel Arbeiter
Flight
On February 9, 1945, Wilhelm Beck, who lived adjacent to the Reusten quarry,
helped the prisoner Marion Kornblit flee. It would have been impossible to escape
the heavily-guarded camp without help. It was not until the final days of the war
that the prisoners managed to flee from the death marches.

Commemorative Path

You can find additional information at

gedenkpfad.info
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Searching for traces
Not much remains to be seen of the Hailfingen airfield and concentration camp.
Only a few traces are left. Nothing is left of the camp itself. But the Commemorative
Path begins at that spot.
Commemorative Path
Dedicated in June 2010, the concentration camp memorial Hailfingen/Tailfingen
consists of the Documentation Centre in the Tailfingen town hall, and the memorial
to the 601 Jewish camp inmates. After the ruins of a hangar were uncovered, the
Columns for Thought were dedicated in July 2018 in memory of the prisoners-ofwar and forced labourers at the Hailfingen airfield. The individual sites are linked
by the Commemorative Path.
Following the path gives visitors an idea of the topographic dimensions of the camp
and its surrounding areas. The concentration camp inmates were forced into hard
labour at the quarry and elsewhere, under inhuman conditions, in winter. Most of
the time, they were forced into brutal foot marches to cover the distance between
the camp and the labour sites, under constant threat from the guards.
The Commemorative Path is made up of 12 stations with multi-language information
panels. The best way to reach all the stations is by bicycle. Most of the stations
can also be reached by car.
Complete route: 20 km
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Liquidation of the Hailfingen camp
In mid-February 1945, the Hailfingen/Tailfingen concentration camp was liquidated.
But the suffering was not over for the surviving inmates. They were deported –
111 of them were sent to Vaihingen/Enz, 296 to Dautmergen, and one to Leonberg
(green arrow). Many were sent to other camps (grey arrows) or forced onto death
marches (black arrows). There is evidence that 84 prisoners died before liberation
in the camps to which they were moved.
Work was not stopped at the Hailfingen airfield. Hungarian soldiers and British
prisoners-of-war continued to labour.
The long odyssey of one of the survivors
is told in the documentary Der Dachdecker von
Birkenau (The Roofer of Birkenau) by Johannes
Kuhn. It follows Mordechai Ciechanower
as he returns to the various sites of his
suffering and talks in situ about his experiences in the camps. From Dautmergen, he
was sent to Bergen-Belsen, where he was
liberated by the British army.
The film has been translated into five
languages and is available for purchase on
DVD in the Documentation Centre or online.
der-dachdecker-von-birkenau.de

The dead of Hailfingen concentration camp
The crematorium in the Unter den Linden cemetery in Reutlingen, in which 99 of
the dead from the Hailfingen/Tailfingen concentration camp had been burned,
ceased operations on January 5, 1945. Cremations were also no longer possible at
the Ebershalden cemetery in Esslingen, where 15 of the camp’s dead had been
cremated. The remains of an additional 75 Jewish prisoners were hastily buried in a
mass grave. On June 1, 1945, two camp survivors led French soldiers to the grave.
Men from Tailfingen were immediately ordered to unearth the grave. More local
residents were brought to the site on June 2 and confronted with the corpses. The
prisoners’ remains were re-interred in the Tailfingen cemetery on June 3.

Norman Rosenberg and Volker Mall at the grave in Reutlingen
Berry Soesan in Esslingen

Right: Simon Gutman at the site of the

The Spicer family at the grave in Tailfingen (Commemorative Path 11 )

mass grave (Commemorative Path 5 )

Volker Mall, Harald Roth
The satellite concentration camp at the Hailfingen/Tailfingen airfield
On August 17, 1938, the Third Reich Ministry of Aviation ordered the construction of a military airfield (Einsatzhafen I) at the border of the districts of
Tailfingen, Hailfingen, and Bondorf. The undeveloped land provided an ideal
site because it was flat and usually free of fog, as well as being strategically
located close to the French border. The forest that covered part of the 86
hectares was cleared and, in 1938, the Reich Labour Service began to level
the terrain and build a runway 1200 metres long and 80 metres wide. The
airfield was dubbed Hailfingen because the office of the commandant was
in the Hailfingen district. That name was also adopted for the concentration
camp, although it was situated in the Tailfingen district. Until segments of
the night fighter squadron 6 (NJG 6) were stationed there in May 1944, the
Luftwaffe used the airfield as an alternate or “operational” base.The district
air command VII wanted to better protect the airfield and its personnel
against increasing Allied attacks, so it planned construction for early 1944
of two alternate runways and taxiways, shatterproof blast pens, and smaller
hangars. The construction work was carried out by various companies under
the aegis of the Nazi engineering group Organisation Todt (OT).The German
Air Force (Luftwaffe) and the building companies used prisoners of war and
forced labourers, who were housed at the airfield. The OT camp consisted
of four barracks on the northern edge of the air base. It was next to a
fenced-in hangar, where 382 forced labourers from Greece, and later 601
Jewish concentration camp prisoners were housed between September and

November 1944. Another camp, surrounded by barbed wire, was set up for
Soviet prisoners-of-war, who worked mainly in the surrounding quarries. Two
additional barracks housed French prisoners-of-war and Belgian civilian
labourers, who could move around the camp with comparative freedom.
Beginning in January 1945, about 300 British Army soldiers from Indian
regiments arrived who had been captured in North Africa and were relatively well taken care of by the Red Cross. Italian volunteers in the German
armed forces – in uniform, but unarmed – also worked at the airfield; a group
of Hungarian soldiers who had joined the retreating German army also
worked there briefly.

Hailfingen airfield, 1944/45

Exhumation of the mass grave, June 1945

The satellite concentration camp
On September 13, 1944, the Tübingen OT, which managed the Hailfingen building
site, applied via the commandant of the Natzweiler camp to the SS Main Economic
and Administrative Office (WVHA) in Oranienburg for an “allotment” of 600 concentration camp prisoners. They requisitioned 150 “skilled prisoner labourers” (40 bricklayers, 20 cabinet makers, 70 carpenters, and 20 metalworkers and machinists), and
450 “unskilled prisoner labourers”. The need for prisoners was categorised as
urgent, since the work involved the defence of the Reich; the OT would provide
food and housing for the prisoners. Approval for the detachment of prisoners was
granted on September 25, 1944, and the parties agreed on the usual remuneration
for the prisoners of six reichsmarks per day for skilled prisoners, and four reichsmarks for unskilled prisoners. The following day, Hailfingen airfield was attached to
the 7 Guard Company of the 1 Wachsturmbann (concentration camp battalion) by
special order of the Natzweiler concentration camp. Leadership of the satellite
camp Hailfingen was awarded to SS Junior Squad leader (Unterscharführer) Eugen
Witzig, who had been part of the commandant’s staff at the Natzweiler camp since
April 1944. On November 17, 1944, at the Stutthof concentration camp near
Gdansk,
the SS put together a contingent destined for Tailfingen of 600 Jewish
´
prisoners who had been classified as fit to work.The total transport comprised 1200
prisoners and half of them were sent to the satellite camp at Echterdingen. Most of
the Tailfingen prisoners, about 540, had only arrived in Stutthof on October 28,
1944, after being sent from Auschwitz on October 26. At the Natzweiler concentration camp, the incoming prisoners’ names were recorded in registry book number six
with the numbers 40,448 through 41,047. By the middle of March, 1945, when the
Jewish prisoners were sent further down the line, the registry book had already

recorded the deaths of some of them. According to the registry book, the Jews
originally come from 16 different countries. The transport included 260 Poles, 128
Hungarians, 47 French, 33 Latvians, 27 Dutch, 24 “Reich Germans”, 20 Greeks, 19
Italians, 12 Lithuanians, seven Belgians, three Czech, Slovakian, and Romanian
prisoners each, two Turks, one Bulgarian, and eight stateless prisoners. The nationality of three of the prisoners is indecipherable in the book. That categorization is
problematic not only considering the shifting borders before and during World War II,
but also because it does not take into account the history of transnational persecution of Europe’s Jews. The prisoners had arrived in Auschwitz via the following
collection camps: Haidari (Greece), Fossoli (Italy), Drancy (France), Mechelen
(Belgium), and Westerbork (Holland). According to the registry, they ranged in age
from 15 to 60. However, some of them lied about their age for fear that they might
be murdered immediately. Their backgrounds and life stories were as varied as their
nationalities. A fighter from the Spanish civil war, a member of Britain’s Expeditionary
Force, members of the French and Dutch resistance, etc. Some had already spent
five years in ghettos, or labour or concentration camps before arriving at Hailfingen,
others were not deported to Auschwitz until mid-1944, such as those who came on
the transports from Fossoli, Hungary, or the final transports from Drancy. The
freight cars carrying the group arrived at the Nebringen train station on November
19, 1944, and they were marched from there to the airfield. Each day after roll call,
they were divided into labour detachments, which were supervised by foremen from
the OT and the construction companies. Apart from a few local marksmen who
guarded the camp mostly during the day, the guards at the Hailfingen concen-tration
camp were almost exclusively members of the German Air Force who had become
unfit for duty on the front lines. There were stark differences in the way they treated the prisoners. The prisoners worked in stone quarries, some of which had been

set up for construction of the airfield.The broken rock and gravel were used to build
the runway and extend the two taxiways. A section of the forest had to be razed in
order to extend the taxiway to the west. Trees were chopped down to make way for
the hangars. The prisoners also had to dispose of unexploded ordnance. The
prisoners initially slept in a hangar on the floor, which was covered in straw. There
were another 60 or 70 places to sleep in the roof rafters. There were virtually no
sanitary facilities, with a pit latrine north of the hangar serving as a toilet. The hangar
was also infested with vermin. Food for the prisoners was completely inadequate
and there was no medical care at all. Prisoners who were ill and could no longer work
were abused, some beaten to death. A number of prisoners were shot to death. Eric
Breuer reported that three of his fellow prisoners were killed during Allied air attacks.
The medical officer Dr Rothe usually listed a fictitious cause of death, such as pneumonia or poor circulation. Three times, however, he did record bullet wounds. He
found a “bullet wound to the stomach” on Jakob Diamantstein, who died on Dec. 11,
1944, and he listed the cause of death for Henri Lortnoi/Portnoi, who died on the
same day, as a “bullet to the head”, while Abram Sternschuss also died of a “bullet
wound to the stomach”. Witness testimony by Ajzyk Bajnermann states that a Ukrainian guard named Mischa shot Abram Sternschuss – born in Szydłowiec – on December 13, 1944 because the prisoner left the work gang to get an apple. Most of the
victims died as a consequence of the hard labour, malnourishment, the cold, and
disease. The first fatality was Max Steinhardt, who died on November 21, 1944.
Sometimes residents of the surrounding villages (Öschelbronn, Bondorf, and Reusten)
would give the prisoners something to eat as they were marched by on their way to
work. Between November 21, 1944 and January 5, 1945, when it ceased operations,
the crematorium at the Unter den Linden cemetery in Reutlingen recorded the cremation of 99 prisoners from the Hailfingen camp. The deaths of an additional 15

prisoners between December 4 and December 9, 1944 are recorded in the registry.
They were cremated at Esslingen’s Ebershalden cemetery. A mass grave discovered
on June 1, 1945, contained the remains of 75 people. The Auschwitz tattoo could
still be deciphered on three of the bodies. They were identified as Anton Schwarz,
A 17404, date of death January 31, 1945, Ernst Lebowicz, 65194, date of death
February 7, 1945, and Sabi Vintourero (Winturero), A 12058, who died on February
8, 1945. There is no record of any successful escapes, other than Marion Kornblit,
who managed to flee the camp at the beginning of February, 1945. However, some
prisoners were able to escape from the forced evacuation marches. In February
1945, a transport left for Vaihingen/Enz. At least 55 of the 111 prisoners who were
transported there on February 13, 1945, died in the weeks before April 6, 1945.
Another transport left Hailfingen on February 14, 1945. It took the 296 prisoners
still in Hailfingen to Dautmergen; the deaths of 20 of them can be verified, as can
the deaths of 189 prisoners in Hailfingen. Prior to liberation, 84 prisoners died in the
camps to which they were subsequently deported. We must assume that less than
half, perhaps as few as one-quarter of the 600 Hailfingen concentration camp
prisoners lived to see the Allied liberation. The death marches from Dautmergen or
Dachau-Allach in the last few days of the war claimed numerous victims; the dead
were left by the side of the road and their deaths went unrecorded. An unknown
number of prisoners from Dautmergen were moved to the Bergen-Belsen death
camp in March 1945. There, they were left largely to their own devices. The death
rate in Bergen-Belsen was so high that there was no way to bury all the dead. We
can piece together the date and place of death of 280 prisoners. But we can
assume that the real figure is far higher.The fate of some 200 of the Hailfingen
prisoners remains unknown, while 124 Jewish prisoners are known to have survived.
Translation: Rebecca M. Stuart

I saw my sister for the last time in Stutthof,
waving from behind a barbed wire fence.
We promised each other that if we survived,
we would meet again in our village Gildehaus.
My sister never came back.

Heinz Wertheim (1915–2012) was the only member of his family to survive.
His inmate’s jacket is on display in the Documentation Centre.

Brochure:
Johannes Kuhn
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Translation:
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